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impression were Spontini's Ferdinand Cortez, On-
slow's Colporteur, Qmarosa's Secret Marriage and,
of course, Weber's Freischiitz.   His greatest admir-
ation, however, was reserved, not for an ppera
but for Handel's Ode for St. Cecilia's Day.  This, he
confessed, came nearest to the ideal he had formed
of what great music should be.   During his stay
he saw Spontini and Mendelssohn but, apparently,
it occurred to nobody to bring about a meeting,
and he was too shycto introduce himself. A visit
to Vienna during the following summer gave him
more confidence.   At first he was reluctant to
make a public appearance as pianist, but every
influential person he met insisted that it would be
folly to return without giving a concert, especially
as some of his works were about to be published
in Vienna,   Under the pressure of so much per-
suasion he finally agreed to appear before the
Viennese public.   The concert took place  on
August n, 1829, at the Imperial Opera House.
Chopin's own description of the occasion gives
some idea of the conditions of concert-giving at
that time.   At first the following programme was
hurriedly announced: a Beethoven Overture ;
Chopin's Variations; singing (Miss Veltheim) ;
Chopin's Rondo in the Mazurka style ; then more
singing; then, to fill out the evening, a short
ballet.   " At rehearsal," Chopin wrote in a letter
to Ms family, "the orchestra accompanied so
badly that I -substituted Freie Phantasie for the
Rondo.   As soon as I appeared on the stage, the
bravos began ; after each variation the applause